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<About Kamikoani Project> Kamikoani Project is an art festival held every year since 2012 in Kamikoani Village, one of the smallest, most isolated and most
depopulated villages in Akita.

The project aims to promote the rich natural environment, unique culture and preserved traditions of the village through art, music, performances, etc.

During the festival, more than 20 artworks, traditional dance and music performances will be showcased in 3 different venues, including rice terraces and a former
school building.

<Project Aims> Kamikoani Village has the oldest population in Akita, which has the fastest-shrinking population of any prefecture in Japan. This project aims to address
pressing social issues such as the declining birthrate, an aging society and rapid depopulation by increasing the number of visitors to the village.

The village is neither well known nor easily accessible, leaving it relatively isolated. However, “KAMIKOANI Project Akita” , which was held annually for 4 years (2012-
2015), helped increase the number of visitors, especially from younger generations. Many of them appreciated the beauty of the artworks and the messages these
works conveyed, and they valued their experiences in the village.

In 2016, the villagers took the initiative to establish the “KAMI PRO-RESTA” committee, which continues the Kamikoani Project. The committee encourages the
village residents to engage actively in the revitalization of their community. The project also provides a platform for people of different backgrounds to participate and
interact with one another.

* “KAMI PRO-RESTA” is the name used to denote the restart or start of a new series of art projects that had originally begun with “KAMIKOANI Project Akita” in
2012-2015.
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MINAGAWA Kazaemon

Born in Jumonj, Akita in 1942. After graduating from high school, he
started scuipting on his own. He was featured as a 'famer-sculptor” on

national television in 1988. Founded Gentan Garo gallery in 1395. Received
numerous awards and prizes. Died in 2018 after colapsing in his studio.
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KAITSUKA Ayumi

Kaitsuka finds inspiration for her works in her
various travels. She always carries papers,

crayons and a Polaroid camera, so she is always
ready to record what she sees and hears.
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KUNIMASA Satoshi
Graduated from Graduate School of Arts, Kyoto City University of Arts in 2012
He attempts to bring different perspectives to manufacturing by combining

raditional handcratt techniques such as dyeing and weaving with everyday,
ready-made material,
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FUNAYAMA Tetsuro
Bom i bt Graduated from Graduate School of Design, Sapporo City Univrsty.
His interest s i the Japanese sense of aestheics, and meny of is warks focus on the

relaions betiween scenery and human percepfion,
He has also presented a number of papers at the Insitte of Environmental Art and Design.
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MIYAMOTO Kazuyuki
Bom in Chiba in 1987. Completed MA program at Musashino Art Universtly.
His interests lie in the difference between the actual image perceived by the

human retina and the image captured by the camera lens. Thus, his work
explores *hypothetical scenery” that depicts images imperceptidle to the refina.
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SOUTOME Kaoru

Born in Tochigi in 1996. Currently enrolled at
Akita University of Art. She creates three-
dimensional works which use dogs as a motif.
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MIMACHI Akari

Born in Nara in 1998. Mimachi attempts to portray the
inspirational messages hidden in everyday life in her paintings and

three-dimensional works. Past exhibitions include *1st Crealab
Exhibition* (2017) and *2nd Crealab Exhibition _ Pulse-* (2018).
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NAGATO Ayumi

Born in Miyako City, lwate in 1996. Nagato has
lived in Akita since 2015. Her work consists
mainly of wooden sculptures and drawings, but
often expands into installations and art projects.
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MORI Kaori
Graduated from Graduate School of Tokyo University of the Arts in 2000.
Assistant professor at Akita Municipal Junior College of Arts and Crafts in

2010. Assistant professor at Akita University of Arts in 2013. Specialized
in producing works by tie-dyeing called "HON-YUZENZOME".
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Team consisting of Takeshi Kimura (sculptor), Ryo Ninomiya
(media artist), and Takahiro Yamamoto (product designer).

Ya-ho applies human perception and engineering systems to the
media of monuments and talismans using three-dimensional data.
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SAITO Ruriko
Born in 1984 in Nishiki-machi, Senboku City, Akita. Graduated from Ol Painting
Course, Department of Painfing, Tama Art University (Tokyo) in 2009. She has

been creating works depicting Akita and her hometown since her university
days. In 2011 she retured to Akita, and now works as a farmer and artist.

é},}p

BAE] |

1968FERHEE
FN.1998FR
REMTRFKF R
T@:H%ﬂﬁ%%ﬁ}ﬁﬂﬁ
BF IR, UEH
X IEMTAZ

. &)%J%I&;E%ﬂ?ﬁ
VERDER =X,

BEADIL—
KEEHED[Android> ) —ZIFH B
REBERAERETIELEIT TS,

MINAGAWA Yoshihiro

Bom n Aktain 1968. Completed doctora program without degre at Tokyo Uriversty of
the Artsin 1998, Associate professor n the Department of Arts & Roots, Akita Universty
of At He creates large-scale ceramic works, including the "Origi series, which studies
the roats of the Japanese people, and the *Androld" series, which explores the future,
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furniture studio KOKKOK

Yoshinori Tanaka was born in 1990. He graduated from Musashino
University in 2013, and founded "furniture studio KOKKOK" in 2016,
Akiko Ono was born in 1988. She graduated from Tokyo University
of the Arts in 2018, and is head of part-time workers at KOKKOK
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Ku-ki Hitoshi

Born in Akita.

Manager of an "air factory", located "somewhere
in Akita". He spends all his days and nights on the
research and development of air (ku-ki) products.
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OHNO Kohki

Ohno uses color and shape to depict the
sensations of life in his artwork. He often uses

acrylics and stickers as materials that best
transmit his sense of color.
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MUKAI Eriko

Born in Hyogo in 1990. Graduated from Graduate School of
Arts, Kyoto City University of Arts in 2015. She creates

performance works using devices that visualize phenomena as
various as slaughterhouses, atomic fission and national debt.
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OKOSHI Madoka
Installation artist. In 2017, she created a new installation artwork as part of
the Education Network for Practical Information Technologies (enPiT), a

program supported by the Ministry of Education, Cutture, Sports, Science
and Technology. She will also prepare new artwork for enPit in 2018.
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UCHIDA Seira

Installation artist, conceptual artist,
performance artist and researcher. Her work

often combines existing services and second-
hand commodities with original texts.
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NISHINAGA Reona

Bom i Urasoe City, Okinawa in 1995 Nishinaga spent her chidhood in Okinawa
and Vietnam, and graduated from the Department of Arts & Roots, Akita Universty
of Art. Her waork attempts to create a dialogue with those who are not physically
present by using cutouts, video and performances. She fives and works in Okinawa.

Y D)J AR EHIET BIE D, 7
— b AR NADT T ZRIDOEER
EEEMRLSERIL TS,
TAKAHASHI Nozomi

Bomin Aktain 1974, Afer gracuating rom Mef Universty, she studied with
photographer Etsuo Kawamura, and later estabshed herself as a freelance photographer
before moving back to Akta in 2013, Shels invaved in various actites, including
ecftoral work for the publcation *yukariRo', and organizing the art event "Oj-Fes”.
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Kamikoa Anime Studies
Kamikoa Anime Stucles s aresearch team consisting offimmeking students, ed by
Kenichi Haghara, associate professor at Akita Universty of Art. During Kamwkoam quect
the group sh work that wes shot n various | the vilage that
tioned in a handmade card game found at an abandoned

‘schoolthere,
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(OBANA Kenichi

Bornin Gunmain 1981, Received his Master's in Art and Design from
Tsukuba Universtty. He depicts everyday scenes and episodes through
drawings and sculptures. His work exposes the contradictions and absurdity
of the real world by portraying ‘fake stories" that blend fact and fiction.
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HBHNPOEAT—Y VY —HEN hanauta ENFRECHIBAZ EMRCEISRES LHORCHREFEREHERES CHICRERBLER
Organizer: KAMIKOANI PROJECT RE-START COMMITTEE Co-Organizer: Kamikoani Village.

The project is supported by Akita University of Arts, NPO Arts Center Akita, hanauta, and various groups of Kamikoani Village.
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